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LU REYNOLDS cuts the cake that commemor-
ates 12 persons, including herself, who have
been members of the First Parish Church in
East Derry for over 50 years. Five-year-old
Carol Stewart waits patiently for the first piece.
[Roppel photo]

Church members honored

Twelve members of the congregation of the First Parish
Church, all of whom have been membeérs for over 50 years,
were recognized during services at the East Derry Church
Sunday.

Mrs. Lu Reynolds joined the First Parish Church in
March, 1907, and Harold Curtis joined in October, 1910.
Others honored Sunday were Ned Reyﬂolds, 1915; Mrs.

Hazel Venner, 1915; Miss Helen Bachelder, 1916; Mrs.

Mabel Brickett, 1918; Mrs. Ruth Sawyer,. 1918; Mrs.
Marjorie Stearns, 1918; Everett Herlihy, 1918; Mrs. Edna
Blake, 1919; Mrs. Helen A. Reynolds, 1921, and Mrs. Marion

Houston, 1923.




Church school
hegms Aug 9.}

Vacation Church School
will be held at the\vFirst
Parish Church, East Der
Aug. 2-6 and Aug. 9-13 from

,9-11:30 a.m.

The program will 1nclude
crafts, music, study, games
and cookie, time.

Parents and friends are
invited to a presentation on
Aug. 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Call 432-7297 or 432-5018
for arrangem}ents to, attend.

Elrst Parlsh

3 'I‘he F!rst Parish Church

of' East Der will hold a
chicken barbecue Saturday,
Aug. 14 at 5: 30 p.m.

The'cook-out is sponsored
by the Deacons and Deacon-
esses of the church.

The price is $2.50 for
adults, $1.25 for children up

to 12 years of age, and free
for chilren under 8,

Corn on the cob, sa.lad;

.and dessert will be.dncluded

in the price of the dlnner
¥ £4y By [

Church

launches fall | program

This Sunday, Sept—. 12
morning worship at First
Parish Church will return to
the 10 a.m. hour. Church
school classes for young
people through junior high
age will also begin again at °
the East Derry church. °

As was done last year, the
children in kindergarten
and older will attend the

first part of morning wor- .

ship with their families and
friends, and then be dismiss-
ed to their classes after a
children’s story.

The fall season will begin
with the dedication of the
church school staff for this
year and with the celebra-
tion of Holy Communion.
The service will be followed
by a picnic for .the whole
church family, with people

—"bringing salads or desserts:
and the Christian Education
Committee providing 'other
food.

The church school staff
includes Dick and Pat Plouff
as Superintendents Mar-

, Highs, Millard Morgan with
grades five’ and six, Mau-
reen Cloutier with grades
‘three and four, Dot Camp-
_bell teaching grades one and
two, Barbara Martell a q
Joyce Haig leading the lﬂn”‘
dergarten class, Linda Mer{
_rill with three- -year- olds,’
“and Anne Hastings as nu
sery coordinator. ‘

lum being used this fall ls
“‘Responding to

the Christian ‘community |

" and the older youth will be :
studying some of the people :
in the Old Testament. /f

The First Parish, Congre- | 3
gational Church in East
Derry is very much a '

'_46‘

community church, ‘with a
strong  emphasis on Chris- |
tian fellowship and the

importance of all people of

all ages being included.

All are welcome to come
this week, or any week, and
join inthe- worship, study,

garet Ives with the .Iuniorxb‘fellowsmp a(?d outr‘each

Naws,

Troop 405" .camps out..

Yo ol gV Bk ol M 21
bBoy:sScout Troop 405, sponsored bytdhetsFirst
Congregational Church of East Derry, started off the new

The theme of the curricu~ :

God’s }
. Love.” The younger chil-# |
 dren will be learning about

; OSaturday, ovi20. Anyo e .ie’
|comm Jteeﬁhlease call Mrs 13

scouting year with an overnight campout to Clarada Scout
Reservation in Ellsworth.

Sixteen boys, accompanied by Scoutmaster Ted
Nusbaum, assistants “Spud’’ Donovan ahd Walt Barlow,
with the help of Ed Drouin and.Jim Mitchell, enjoyed
perfect weekend weather at the base of the White
M?Il‘]l?etar,;reit overnight campout will be Oct. 30 31 at the

Hidden Valley Scout Reservation in Gilma }0(:1 Ironworks.

Gerry and, Barbara Box. wm be the Derry hosts Thqr;?!ay. 5
Oct. 14, for a group of 100 recreatlon and parks people B
27 states and-Canada Who are on a pre-congress tour of New

Hampshire., After a harvest «dinner, put on. p%, %ges of
the East Derry Church, the group will trg. north for
several days before returning to Boston for the National
Recreation and Parks Congress, Oct. 18-21. ) ¢7¢
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he. Se-Lo- m of 'the: Fir Apnﬂsm'church is holding
ming workshops: ever dgegda from 9-12 noon at the
Ichurch in preparfb.tioﬁ"fo the ugar. 3um Fair to be held

ving a hand to the
39 at 432-4852.

XXX

/ "\e,‘": v
urkey dinnay’ ‘vb’ﬁ“ﬁ”‘ T

Donld Houston is serving as chalrman
Spofford and Doris Merrill. By e

Mayland and Pri S
are in charge of tickets and Publicity, — .Lewls
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the right role in life

ster IS sure

‘s lady mini

e

East Derry

she's filling

By Mary Fitzgerald
SUNDAY Writer

Why does a woman become a minister?
Rev. Diana Augspurger, pastor of Firgt

Parish Church, Congre ational, East
Derry, N.H., doesn’t really know.

She herself never intended to become -

one

direction for years and I never realized it.”
Diana grew up in Southern California
where her family was active in the Presby-
terian Church, but Diana intended to be-
come a high school math teacher.
Later she decided she really didn't want
to spend her whole life doing that, so she be-

came a religious philosophy major and re-

Rev. Diana Augspurger relaxes in scenic hills

ceived her bachelor’s degree from
Occidental College in Los Angeles.

She had never known a woman minister,
and there was no conscious idea of ever be-
coming one when Diana enrolled at Union
Theological Seminary in New York City.

“‘I had looked into Yale Divinity School
and Princeton, but there were few women
in either place. Union had been admitting
more women than most places for years, so
I felt I would be more comfortable there.”

Diana had no problem getting in and,
though she was interested in religious edu-

cation, she opted for the three-year minis-

terial course, R .
“I believe Union offered me the best op-

portunity to learn because it was set in the
heart of the city with more resources close
at hand,and offered much in the areas of

music and drama that interested me.”
Even when she got her master of divin-

‘.‘I guess God was just pulling me in that’

~

ity degree from Union, Diana didn’t con- °
sider ordination as her goal.

Payson Park Congregational Church in
Belmont offered her a position as unor-
dained assistant.

“During those two years, I guess God
was pulling me over more and more. I
could see first hand what a woman could do

in the church, what I myself could do as a
minister.”

Diana J. Augspurger was ordained in
November, 1970.

But she still couldn’t see herself as pas-
tor of a church. :
She spent another year in Belmont be-
fore going to Arlington to work with minis-
ters of two churches engaged in launching a
cooperative religious education program.

.

WOMEN
IN ACTION

When one of them moved in a different
direction, Diana took on a position as activ-
ities director in a nursing home to supple-
ment her income from the remaining
church,

““I had never done anything like this,
had no previous training in it - but I guess I
had the right sort of piddling experiencess
in my background to pull it off.”

Soon she had launched occupational the-
fapy programs, arts and crafts, social
eyents, religious services, room and family
visitations, music and special parties.

“I'learned a tremendous amount about
people, especially older people during those
twp years. The elderly are beautiful human
beings and we can learn a lot from them.
People shouldn’t be afraid of the aged and

stick them in a corner.”

During those first years in education,
Diana was involved on all levels from pre-

Cont on next page



schooler to the aged.

“It was a wonderful experience for me,
and even though I had felt strong strongly
when I was ordained that I never wanted to
be a pastor, gradually I came to explore the
idea of having a church of my own...the
Lord shoving me along again.”

“I realized that I had discovered my
strengths and weakness during those years
in education. I had lived through a variety
of experiences and contacts.

- So, July 1, 1975, Rev. Diana Augspurger
accepted a call to become pastor in East
Derry.

“I can’t believe how much I've actually
enjoyed this past year,” she said. Ilove the
independence of it, the variety of each day
where if you can’t do one thing there are 12
others just waiting to be done.”

And she’s still learning.

“The role of the woman minister has
real valdity,” she said. *‘ It’s good to know
that a minister doesn’t have to be a man -
that God can work through a woman just as

well.”

She greets parishioners following Sunday services

“There aren’t enough women illustrat-
ing this in the church. Though I'm not al-
ways happy with the idea that I'm a role
model, I think it's important for girls to
know that there’s no limit to what they can
do.”

She’s also learning a lot about Derry. *I
come from California where history is just
history there. Here you're living right in
the middle of history.”

“It’s so thrilling to know that this church
is descendent of the church built by the first
settlers in Derry back in 1719. They orga-
nized it on the first day they came here, so
the entire history of the town is interwoven

with the history of the church.”

As a result, Rev. Diana Augspurger put

her unbounded enthusiasm into planning --
the historically rich ceremonies that:

marked the Bicentennial of the nation and
the 257th anniversary of the church from
April to July 4.

Though she took a circuitous route from
California to the East Derry pulpit, Rev.

Diana Augspurger has no doubts that she is
fulfilling tke»ro[e meant for her all along.







