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SERMON.

GENESIS, 25 22.—%SHE WENT TO INQUIRE OF THE LORD.”

In special exigencies almost all men feel the need
of counsel and help from God. But with too many
it remains in the breast a blind impulse, a voice
hushed and smothered under worldly cares and sin-
ful habits, and issues in no true devotion, no right
action. Balaam saw truth clearly, but loving the
wages of unrighteousness, he miserably perished in
his iniquities. Israel beheld God’s wonders in the
desert and in Canaan, but were extremely prone to
idolatry and all evil. Saul appeared well at times,
but disappointed the hopes of Samuel at last, and
was removed from his kingdom. We think of Jehu,
of Naaman, of Nebuchudnezzar, and of many who
heard the words and looked upon the works of the
Divine Redeemer, but never received him as the
Messiah. We have ourselves witnessed painful spec-
tacles, of the same general character, where we
were expecting better things. But no failures in
duty of the many, no blasting of the buds of prom-
ise, can break the covenant of God, or seperate his
people from his love. ¢ The Lord knoweth them
that are his” They call upon him in the day of
trouble and he answers them. ~Circumstances vary,
but principles change not. Ages pass by, genera-
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tions are carried away as with a flood, and new gen-
erations come in their places, but God is ever the
same, and his people are substantially one.

This is a day of special, solemn import and inter-
est. We are in a situation to feel our dependence
on God. We present ourselves in the sanctuary to
inquire of the Lord for ourselves and for our coun-
try. How shall this be done? By what methods
shall we reach this end ?

1. To this it may be replied, in the first place,
by the careful study of nature and of Providence.
God is not merely the author of nature: he is ever
in it and working through it. He did not form it
for itself, nor chiefly for the temporal comfort of
men. It hashigher relations and ends than to serve
as their footstool—the mere theatre for their train-
ing for immortality. It was planned and is admin-
istered in the interest of the human soul and of the
spiritual kingdom of Christ. The profoundest phil-
osophy and the most vital piety are here as one.
The more thorough our researches in the realm of
nature, the more are we struck with the wonderful
correspondences between it and the mental and
moral world. Part fits into part with admirable
adaptation. They were evidently designed to make
one whole. In nature we trace the power, wisdom,
and goodness of God. We note everywhere his re-
spect for law and order, his most benevolent fore-
thought in providing stores on the earth, under the
earth, and in the sea, for the necessities of his off
spring through all the cycles of time. It isa John
the Baptist, preparing the way for the higher reve-
lations of the Scriptures. In the providence of God
we advance a step further in the same direction.
We have not here to do solely with unconscious
matter or the tribes of instinect. Man comes upon
the stage ; moral government meets us; it is God
guiding the processes of nature and the affairs of
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life with a view to the highest spiritual results.
While these operations are conducted in accordance
with law, the Supreme Worker does not so bind
himself as to be unable to meet any new conditions
that may come to exist in his wide empire. He
forecast and provided for all future issues in institu-
ting his government, and when new crises arise,
in perfect agreement with his original design, he
shapes his measures to the actual state af things, as
we have signally illustrated in the plan of salvation
by his Son.  As we open and examine the pages of
God’s providence, we learn his mind, his character
and purpose, and our duty and interest. For these
thousands of years, in circumstances of the widest
variety, these lessons have been evolving. We gath-
er from them the general truth that it shall be well
with the righteous and ill with the wicked. At
times it might seem that crime was triumphant ; it
ran riot; it lifted its head on high ; it crushed the
poor under its iron heel. But in the end it did not
prosper. Lowly right and truth rose to the ascend-
ency. It was clearly seen where God threw the
weight of his heart and hand. ~ The old, oppressive
empires of the earth crumbled, later tyrannies went
down in blood, while freer and more just forms of
government have succeeded them. Truth has pre-
vailed over error, civilization has gained upon bar-
barism, Christianity is supplanting Paganism and
Mohammedanism. The balance of power has shift-
ed from the latter to the former. We shall never
again see Paganism lording it oyer the world as in
the first centuries of the Christian era; nor the
Crescent threatening the citadels of the Christian
nations. A most striking proof of the progress of
true views and principles, is seen in the estimation
in which the public men of the past have come to
be held. Great bad men have gone down from
their proud eminence, while the virtuous and good
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have been restored to their proper positions. Once
the former may have been the idols of men; poets
sang their praises, orators set forth their merits in
the highest forms of speech, historians emblazoned
their deeds, while the multitude execrated the lat-
ter as mean and vile—disturbers of the peace of so-
ciety—the enemies of mankind. But the tables are
turned. The dead as well as the living are more
and more brought up to the true standard,—a very
impressive illustration of the awards of eternity.

2. We are to inquire of the Lord, secondly, by
the earnest examination of the Sacred Volume.
This is the higher exhibition of God’s will—the sur-
er word of testimony. It was prepared with spe-
cial reference to our condition and wants through
sin. Christ is the burden of its pages. His nature,
perfections, work, will and reward are spread out
over its leaves of life. By this he communicates
with us; this is the temple where he meets us; this
is the sword of the Spirit ; this is the King’s high-
way. In this armor we are to fight the good fight
of faith. This warfare must be conducted agreea-
bly to the commands of the Great Captain. We
are not to set our wishes above his. ~ We are to re-
ceive his living influences in the line of his truth
and ordinances. If we attempt to climb up to hea-
ven in some other way, we shall be accounted
thieves and robbers. In the Sacred Scriptures our
utmost wants are met. The answers to the vital
questions of belief and duty are therein clearly giv-
en. The directions comprise the spirit that is re-
quired, and the course that is to be taken in order
to secure the most cordial and effectual cooperation
with God, and thus promote his cause. And the
promise is given that the Holy Spirit who indited
the Word shall be granted to all its sincere students
to guide them into all truth, and to aid them in its
application in the life.
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3. We are, thirdly, to inquire of the Lord by
prayer. This is his recorded will. Nature itself
teaches us its propriety. All philosophical objections
to this exercise based on the perfections of the Deity,
are shown to be without force, as alike opposed to
Scripture and to human experience. ~Dependence
looks to the Almighty arm for support; Ignorance
pleads with Infinite Knowledge for light; Sinfulness
beseeches Spotless Purity and Boundless Mercy to
grant pardon and sanctification. This pathway,
closed by sin, has been re-opened by the grace of
God in Christ Jesus. Through him we may come
with boldness to the Throne. All things are ready.
The promises are abundant and sure ; the eonditions
plain and easy. In the history of the people of God,
in all ages, we have the most copious illustrations of
the power of prayer. How did patriarchs, like Ja-

cob, wrestle with God and prevail? How did proph- -

ets, like Daniel, turn captivities by prayer? How did
apostles, as on the day of Pentecost, witness the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit, in answer to united sup-
plications? And in these later times prayer has all
its ancient potency. Now, as then, God delights in
the intercessions of his saints.  Striking answers to
prayer are given from time to time,to cheer our
hearts. strengthen our faith, and to reveal to men a
present, living God.  'We have these in every de-
partment of life, for the nation and the individual, in
the shape of earthly good and as spiritual mercies.
And then in modes not as conspicuous, the All-Wise
and Perfect One is ever operating in connection with
believing prayer, to bring to pass his supreme designs
towards our race. As in nature the great sources
are hidden, working silently, so is it in the kingdom
of grace. Christ comes not with observation. W hen
the boolks shall be opened it will doubtless appear in
very numerous cases how signal was the efficacy of
the supplications, not of prophets and apostles or of
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any prominent believers, merely, but of all true dis-
ciples, the feeblest and lowest even. ' Here an open
door is set. before all who would faithfully serve God
and save men. The young can pray, the invalid can
pray, the poor and unlettered can pray. And pray-
er moves the arm that moves the world. Hence the
exceeding fitness and usefulness of days like this,
designated by public authority as seasons to be sin-
gly devoted to seeking the blessing of God on our
commonwealth and country. The abstinence from
food, the self scrutiny and humiliation of soul on ac-
count of personal and national sins, are a preparation
for drawing near to the Mercy Seat. Our only hope
for ourselves and our country is in the living God.
And he will be inquired of to do these things for us.

We now pass to consider some of the encourage-
ments we have to inquire of the Lord for what we
now specially need.

1. First, it is manifest that we may appropriate
all the general encouragements of God’s Word and
providence that suit our case.

" The Supreme government under which we live is
not made up of digjointed parts. It is one compact
consistent whole, in all its portions and relations,and
in all ages. What the Almighty was pleased or dis-
pleased with thousands of years ago, he is pleased or
displeased with to-day. “With whom is no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning.” Hence the words
we find in the Sacred Oracles we may apply as far as
they fit our condition. What was said to Abraham,
to Moses and to Paul, to strengthen their faith, to quick-
en their spiritual life, we may regard as spoken to us.
The counsels addressed to Israel were left on record
for the profit of all nations. The woes denounced
against wicked and oppresstve cities and kingdoms,
are sounded out in all lands as expressing God’s feel-
ings against the same sins and crimes. And the en-
tire succeeding current of his administration, as testi-
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fying against wrong, and for righteousness, we may
take as giving the settled methods chosen by him for
executing his plans. Thus we may use all the promi-
ses of Holy Writ, all the instances of prevailing pray-
er, of succor from heaven, of God’s judgments on evil
doers written there, and therefore assure our hearts as
we come before God in supplication, and inspire them
with fresh hope and courage as we go forth into the
field of active service. We may bend the united past
into subservency to the passing'hour. We may bring
the aggregate force of iis utterances and facts to bear
on our single souls in the living present. What a
privilege is this ! What a cloud of witnesses smirounds
us ! What inspiration we may hence derive! What
new influence for good we should exert. This invin-
cible truth should be to us what the sword was to Da-
vid with which he had beheaded the haughty cham-
pion of Gath. In periods of gloom, of almost crush-
ing responsibility, how may we be buoyed up on these
waves | God will not forsake us. He will carry us
through these straits, he will raise us out of these
depths. He will change the tide of reverses, and lift
on us the light of a cloudless, radiant morning, causing
all things to work together for our good.

2. We derive, secondly, special encouragement in
the work of intercession and of patriotic action, from
what God has done for us as a people.

‘We notice it as a prominent point made by the good
men of the Hebrew nation, especially in critical emer-
gencies, that God had done great things for the chos-
en tribes through their Whole history. ~ Thus Moses,
and Joshua, and Samuel spoke. Thus David, and
Asaph and the other authors of the sacred lyrics sang.
Thus discoursed even New Testament writers, like Ste-
phen and Paul. This was done to convey the impres-
sion to all loyal hearts that God would not leave unfin-
ished the work of his own hands; that he would be
with them as he had been with their fathers; and it
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was also employed as a motive to win the wanderer
back to the path of duty.

We have a national history more strikingly resem-
bling that of ancient Israel, than does the history of
any people on record. God prepared this domain and
kept it for ages for our forefathers. They came away
from goodly lands, as the twelve tribes went forth from
Goshen, on account of violence and oppression. They
sought here a religious asylum as well as an earthly
home, as the Jews did in Canaan. Wherever they
were they erected houses of worship, and called on
tne Lord in their households, as that early covenant
people built the ark in the wilderness, and the temple
in Jeruselem, and offered up the sacrifices of the eve-
ning and the morning. There were in both early con-
flicts and later declensions, seasons of prosperity and
of reverses, a landed inheritance enriched of the God
of heaven. In the one was a disruption that was suc-
cessful ;, in the other a disruption was attempted, but
it utterly failed. The religious privileges in each were
marked, and the interpositions of God in their behalf
were numerous and signal.

As far as human sagacity, enlightened by the les-
sons of Seripture and of history could discern, it was
clear that God had great purposes to accomplish in
connection with our nation. The first fathers of it
were remarkable men every way, but in no respect
more so than in their religious principles and charac-
ter. They were marvellously led and protected amidst
their opening exposures and perils of all kinds, and
from small beginnings became a free and independent
nation.  From that day to this God has bestowed up-
on us exceeding prosperity. ~We have a territory
broad enough to satisfy our fullest wishes, rich in ail
respects beyond almost any country on the face of the
earth. For purposes of agriculture, manufactures, and
commerce, both inland and foreign, it is surpassed by
no land on the globe. It has all the great and desir-
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able varieties of climate and productions. It has
mountains, and valleys, and plains, and rivers, in the
widest diversity and abundance. It is very rich in
most of the precious and useful metals; it has inex.
haustible beds of coal. It has been preserved from
crushing and desolating wars during its infancy, and
by this means has had time to increase its resources
and compact its strength. With its material expan-
sion and growth, its educational and religious interests
have kept pace to a remarkable extent. ~They have
steadily moved on with the swelling tide of population,
from within our borders and from abroad. ~That we
have not declined in the manlier, nobler virtues, un-
der the long reign of peace and rewarded industry in
every inviting field of art, of invention, of discovery, of
accumulation, as many feared and said, as the Romans
did before they were swept down by Vandal hordes, is
demonstrated by our entire national experience of the
last four years. With all admitted drawbacks, with
the lack of perfect concord among even the patriotic
part of the people, with many civil and military mis-
takes, and gross frauds, and doubtful loyalty, and all
the bad elements, mostly from abroad, in our very bos-
om, what an amount and energy of true, christian pat-
riotism, have we seen! Did ever the world witness
such a spectacle since the creation? Four years ago
we were without an army, without a navy, without the
materiel of war, with an empty treasury, with an im-
paired credit, with treason in the army, treason in the
navy, treason in the heads of departments, treason in
the Congress, treason rife in the Capital of the repub-
lic, treason rampant and defiant in half the territory
and among a third of the inhabitants of the country,
Washmcrton threatened, and the veteran Scott, not
knowmo' whom he could trust, preparing to stand a
siege in  the Capitol till aid could come from the North
and West, the stars and stripes dishonored at Fort
Sumter, national vessels, forts and arsenals seized, and







